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T HURMOND, F. Martina, 96 died peacefully at The Palace Gardens Homestead

on Jan. 20th, 2017. Born in Atlanta, GA in 1920, her family moved to Miami in
1925 establishing Thurmond Monument Co. across from Woodlawn Cemetery

North through the late 1980’s. She resided in Coral Gables for 72 years. Martina co-

founded Southern Keys Cemetery on Big Coppitt Key, Key West with her brother,
Dan Thurmond in 1955. Upon his death in 1983, she owned and operated Southern

Keys Cemetery until 2012 and was a resident of Key West for 34 years. Martina’s
design and artwork can be seen throughout Key West as etched doors, windows and

signs as well as monuments in Miami and Key West cemeteries. Martina was an

active member of Miami and Key West Zonta (a worldwide organization of
executives in business and the professions working together to advance the status of

women) and the Precepter Gamma Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi (a social, cultural and
service non-profit organization made up of women from all walks of life interested

in promoting friendship through cultural and service programs) through her 90’s.

She is adored by all her sorority “Sisters”. Zonta partnered with FKCC to establish the
Martina Thurmond Ongoing Education Scholarship designed to assist women 30+

years old for career advancement and continuing education. Martina did extensive
civic and charity work throughout her life including Save the Biltmore effort in the

1970’s. Although Martina never married, she is survived by generations of loving
nieces, nephews and cousins. She is recently pre-deceased by her nephew Dr. Jerry

Hudson. Niece Gayle Owens and great-niece Jodi Pupo were at her side during her

final days. A visitation will be held 5 pm – 8 pm and service 7 pm Thursday Jan. 26th
at VAN ORSDEL CORAL GABLES CHAPEL with a graveside SERVICE at Woodlawn

Cemetery North. A Key West Memorial Service will be held at Southern Keys
Cemetery, Big Coppitt Key (MM 10), Key West at a future date.
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Prayer  Service

Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services

4600 SW 8th St, Coral Gables FL 33134

Graveside  Service

Woodlawn Park North

3260 SW 8th Street, Miami FL 33135

Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Park North

3260 SW 8th Street, Miami FL 33135
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Thursday, January 26, 2017

7:00 PM ET

Friday, January 27, 2017

11:00 AM ET
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.763908,-80.27112199999999
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.7601903,-80.2489467
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.7601903,-80.2489467
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video.

January 26 at 5:36 AM

Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared an album called

LifeTributes.

January 22 at 11:03 AM

CG Cami Green posted:

I had the pleasure of getting to know Martina in the Zonta Club of Greater Miami in 1971. I never

forgot her for her kindness to me, as the youngest member and the first member to give birth "in

the club." Somewhere in my bags of snapshots I still have one of her from the baby shower the

members gave me. Martina gave my baby son a beautiful silver teething ring. And, she always

had a smile. May her memory be a blessing to everyone who knew her!Cami

January 25 at 2:20 PM

Anonymous sent a Pink Tribute Spray to the THURMOND family.

January 22 at 11:03 AM
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video. January 26 at 5:36 AM

SCAN  TO  WATCH

TRIBUTE VIDEO
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared 20 photos to the

LifeTributes album.

January 26 at 5:21 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring F. by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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